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Conch Call
• http://www.conchking.com/HornsSounds.htm

Overview
•
•
•
•

Myth
Language
Identity and Recognition
Impact of Globalization: Sustainability,
Environmental Stewardship, Displacement
• Biopiracy
• Q&A
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Myth
• The concept of “Myth”
• What is myth? Why do we have myths?
How does it relate to life? Where do myths
come from?

Myth
• Popul Vuh: Creation Myth of the Mayans
DVD, Chile, 2006, Ana María Pávez

Language
• New report: five regions in the world where
native languages — each representing millennia
of human knowledge — are most in danger of
disappearing.
– Northern Australia
– Central South America (Ecuador, Colombia, Peru,
Brazil and Bolivia);
– Northwest Pacific plateau (Washington, Oregon and
British Columbia);
– Eastern Siberia; and
– Oklahoma, along with parts of Texas and New Mexico
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Language
• The rate of language extinction is
increasing, proceeding much faster than
that of animal or plant species.
~ K. David Harrison, co-director of
National Geographic's Enduring
Voices project
• Eighty percent of the world's languages
have not been documented.

Continental Summit of Indigenous Nations
and Pueblos of Abya Yala
• “From resistance to power”
Declaration of Iximche, 2007, Guatemala
• We have survived centuries of colonization and
now face the imposition of the policies of neoliberalism that perpetuates the dispossession
and sacking of our territories, the domination of
all of social space and ways of life of the
Indigenous Peoples

Continental Summit of Indigenous Nations
and Pueblos of Abya Yala
• We now decide:
• To advance in the exercise of our right of
autonomy and self determination as Indigenous
Peoples, in spite of the lack of legal recognition
by the government states…
• To actively engage the diplomatic mission of the
Indigenous Peoples to defend and to guarantee
the rights of our Indigenous Pueblos and
Nations…
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United Nations Declaration of
Indigenous Human Rights
• Article 3
Indigenous peoples have the right to selfdetermination. By virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and
freely pursue their economic, social and
cultural development.

United Nations Declaration of
Indigenous Human Rights
• Article 8
1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the
right not to be subjected to forced assimilation or
destruction of their culture.
• Article 11
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise
and revitalize their cultural traditions and
customs

Impact of Globalization
• Sustainability, Environmental Stewardship,
Displacement

• Indigenous people throughout the world sit
on the "frontlines" of globalization's
expansion.
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Impact of Globalization
• Traditional sovereignty over hunting and
gathering rights has been thrown into
question as national governments bind
themselves to new global economic
treaties.

Impact of Globalization
• New trade and investment agreements, has
forced indigenous peoples to defend their
homelands under an invasion of unprecedented
rate and scale.
• National governments making decisions on
export development strategies or international
trade and investment rules do not consult native
communities.

Biopiracy: Can You Own Life?
• A new wave of scientific investigation: the quest
for monopoly control of genetic resources
– new pharmaceuticals
– nutriceuticals,
– other bio-engineered products,
– evolutionary genetic research,
– pharmaco-genetic research, and
– the search for single nucleotide
polymorphisms (SNPs) or disease genes
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Biopiracy: Can You Own Life?
• Violation of human rights:
– failure to get fully informed consent from their
research subjects, and
– widespread secondary use, and/or
commercialization, of human genetic samples
without the consent of the donor.
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